
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



ENGLISH 

SECTION-A [READING] 

A1. Read the following passage carefully:       [8] 

The Indian education system in the system in the ancient times was truly world class, which attracted 

scholars from all over the world to come in search of knowledge. A guru was the most respected 

intellectual resource who truly earned that respect due to her/his caliber and value system. However, 

the current scenario of education, at least in term of quality, value system and employability has been a 

cause of concern. Technology, particularly information technology, has been a game changer in the 

process, which calls for a complete re-engineering of educational process and system both in content 

and style of delivery. This has made access to knowledge very easy – Google and Youtube for example, 

can answer any query on any topic; anytime, anywhere; but it has also led to a side-effect due to which 

a student does not exercise her/his mind to logically analyse, remember and resolve questions and 

quickly resort to these gadgets to look for a readymade answer. 

There are no alternatives to transforming education system. Some strategical interventions are required 

like, expenditure on education must be seen as an investment in future of the nation rather than 

pursuing cost-centric approach. Nation’s future is created in class-rooms. Hence, if we nurture education 

in all its segments, we are investing in the nation-building process. We should create conditions both 

economic and social; when the best of the society choose to join teaching and research as their 

preferred career options. An ideal teacher has to be academically brilliant; has to have inspiring 

communication skills, has to be perceived as a person having a ‘role model’ value system, character, 

values and integrity. A teacher must co-create values in a learner in a collaborative manner. Such 

teachers will transform students to have not only great minds, but also equally matching mindsets. 

Technology, with poor ethics and negative attitude can spell disaster. It is in the content that we should 

look at old Indian values, ethics and bring these contents at an early stage as possible. Finally we need to 

search productively visionary, passionate and committed academic leaders to lead by setting examples. 

Answer the following questions: 

a) How was the Indian education system in ancient times? 

b) Why is information technology termed as game changer? 

c) What are the side-effects of using gadgets? 

d) Why is the author looking out for old Indian values and ethics? 

e) What is the importance of investing in education? 

f) How should an ideal teacher be? 

g) What transformation will the teachers bring about? 

h) Choose words from the passage which means: 

(a) to reach a decision 

(b) bound to a particular cause/attitude 

A2. Read the paragraph and answer the following questions:    [7] 



1. A Dabbawala is a person in Mumbai, whose job is carrying and delivering freshly made food 

from home in lunch boxes to office workers they are formally known as MTBSA (Mumbai Tiffin 

Box Suppliers Association), but most people refer to them as the dabbawalas. The dabbawalas 

originated when India was under the British rule. Since many British people who came to India 

did not like the local food, a service was set up to you bring lunch to their offices straight from 

their homes. 

2. Today, businessmen in modern Mumbai use this service and have become the main customers 

of the dabbawalas. By delivering to each employee his TiffinOr lunch,the dabbawalas solve the 

problem for an estimated 200,000 people. They  charge between Rs. 150 to Rs. 300,  per dabba 

per month, depending on the location and collection time. 

3. They are and incredible team. They have a record of no strikes against management. They are 

always on time, even through the rainiest day on the planet. Their creativity and ingenuity have 

kept them alive. When telephones services were at a premium in India, the dabbawalas 

encouraged housewife to use their system to communicate with their spouse by placing little 

chits  inside their boxes. The husbands enjoyed the Chits as much as the food. Thus, the 

dabbawalas were able to “think outside the box” and broaden their capabilities given in a very 

limited infrastructure.Dabbawalas have also embraced Technology. On March 25, 2006 the 

dabbawalas went online with www.mydabbawala.com. The dabbawalas have become icons of 

hard work and dedication. In fact, the 5,000 strong workforce is so well known that Prince 

Charles paid them a visit during his recent trip to India. Several academic institutions regularly 

invite the dabbawala’s representatives for discussion, and to complement and enhance their 

academic content. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

a) Dabbawalas job is____________ and___________ freshly made Ford from home to office 

workers. 

b)  The employees of MTBSA are known as__________. 

c)  The dabbawalas started their services during __________. 

d)  Providing services to as many as_________ people,dabbawalas are considered to be 

most_________ even though the rainiest day on the planet. 

e) Dabbawalas have to their credit a record of never going on___________. 

f) Dabbawalas are are appreciated for their ___________thinking. 

g) Which word in Para 3 is the opposite in meaning of the word ‘Reduce’? 

SECTION –B (WRITING) 

B1. Write a story based on the given information. 

Two cats ______ very wise _______ got a piece of cake______ fought bitterly over the issue of 
division ______ reached a monkey for justice ______ the monkey ate up the entire cake _____ 
Moral.             [5] 

 

http://www.mydabbawala.com/


B2.  Write an application to the Principal of your school for giving you long leave.  [5] 

 

B3. Write a message for the given situation.(Word Limit: Should not exceed more than 40-50 
 words.            [5] 

The conversation between Sam and Joseph. Sam was going out and so he left a message for his father 

Joseph: Can I speak to Mr. Simon? 

Sam: I am sorry He is out of station. 

Joseph: When is he expected back? 

Sam: He will be home by tomorrow evening 

Joseph: Could you please remind him that Anil’s wedding is on March 30th? We had planned to go 
together. But since my son is in hospital, I will not be going for the wedding. George is interested and he 
can join him. Tell him to give me a ring when he comes back. 

Sam: Sure, uncle. 

Joseph: Thank you, Sam 

.   

 

SECTION-C [GRAMMAR] 

C1. Convert the passage into the Past Tense.      [4] 

Jane will be going to Glasgow, for the Commonwealth Games. She will be completing in the marathon, 

which will be just over 26 miles long. She will have a team of runners to help her. The goal she will have 

will be to win the gold medal. She will do her best at all times. She will take a lot of beating, as she will 

be the best in the world. 

 

C2. Change the following sentences into passive voice:    [4] 

a) Have you taught the boy? 

b) Why did she beat the servant? 

c) Who is knocking at the door? 

d) He can do this work. 

 



C3. Do as directed.        (½x8=4) 

1. The calves were grazing in then field with________ mothers for many years. (there/their) 

2. He didn’t make ______ progress. (much/many) 

3. Ram is _____ kind and rich (as/both/but) 

4. He works hard ______ he may pass (but/so that) 

5. Are these items included _____ the bill? (on/in) 

6. She has been eliminated _______ the tournament.(from/of) 

7. Slow and steady _____ the race. (wins/win) 

8. Either of the two boys ______ in the wrong way. (is/are) 

C4. Fill in the blanks with suitable determiners:             (½x8=4) 

 He is ____ officer in Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is ____ youngest officer there. He enjoys 

____ work and plays____ game of tennis in ___ evening. For his breakfast, he takes____ apple____ 
egg and____ cup of coffee only.  

 

C5. Change the statements into Indirect Speech:     (1×4=4) 

1. He said, “Honesty is the best policy.” 

2. Satish said to me, “I am very happy today.” 

3. I said to him, “Please bring me a glass of water.” 

4. Riya said to Neha, “Do you know him?” 

 

SECTION-D [LITERATURE] 

D1. Write the meaning of the following:      (½x4=2)  

 a) trilled b) shudder c) bedpost  

 d) jabbing      

 
 
D2. Read the extract and answer the questions that follow-     
  
1. "Are you the ghost of Christmas yet to come?"     [3] 
 a) Who said this to whom? 
 b) Which ghost is ‘the ghost of Christmas yet to come’? 
 c) What would this ghost show to the man? 
  
2. "Someone is always sitting there,       [3] 
 In the little green orchard; 



             Even when the sun is high  
             In noon’s unclouded sky 
             And faintly droning goes 
             The bee from rose to rose, 
             Someone is always sitting there 
             In the little green orchard   ." 
 a) Write the name of the poet of the given poem. 
 b) Who is always sitting there according to the poet. 
 c) Is the poet afraid of sitting there in the little green orchard? 
  
D3. Choose the correct answer-       [1x3=3] 
1. Early organism changed the Earth by-  
 a) Creating early forms of life. 
 b) multiplying in great numbers over millennia. 
 c)making the web of life.  
 d)producing oxygen and ozone to sustain life. 
2. Salim helped his father by 
 a)cooking food in the shop 
 b) peeling and chopping vegetables for meals 
 c) singing songs for the visitors 
 d) getting visitors to his father’s shop 
3. The three Spirits who haunted Scrooge were-  
 a) the spirits of Christmas 
 b) ghosts from the past, present and future 
 c) Marley’s ghosts 
 
D4. Answer the following questions:        
1. Why do you think Tansen offered to teach music to Salim?    [2] 
2. Why are the ‘five rathas’ called the ‘Panch Pandava Rathas?   [2] 
3. What were traded on the Silk Road?       [2] 
4. What was Jerome’s real intention when he offered to pack?   [2] 
5. How much resources does humanity use today?     [2] 
7.          Who was behind the prank? How did Rustom find out the truth?    [3]  
8.          What do you think about Salim? What kind of person was he?       [3]  
D5. Use these expressions in sentences of your own.(Any 3)   [1x3=3] 
1.  haunted by three spirits 
2.  bask in the sun 
3. face the music 
4.  cocked his leg on the table 
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